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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


- No notice taken of correspondence. Whatever is intended for inser- 
i Seria te acmapentel y the name and address of the writer. 


REGISTE the addresses of all persons connected with the Fan East 
. nae pr tenting shy Shpdh ere wrptin hy by personal application at the office or by 
letter. 


ee . ” is published for the Mails via Marseilles on the 
ae Wrth, ana S6th, gy no Sn gg ee tog seahaerh, payable in advance, 

$12. and Export Supplement $2.50 per annum extra. 
Hemeward-bound passengers will copies on sale at the Agenis in 
Anjer, Calle Aden, Suez, Alexandria, Malta, 


; re, , 
ibraltar. Por list of Agents see lasi page. 
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THE LONDON AND CHINA TELEGRAPH, 

JAPAN HFRALD, AND JOURNAL OF THE EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO, 
Published Tri-monthly, on the day of arrival of the Mails via Marseilles, about the 4th 

Yuen, and 25th, ' one 
ONTAINS a Summary of General and Commercial News, Shipping 
Intelligence, &e., &e., from China, Japan, Siam, Philippines, Cochin-China, Borneo, 
Java, Singapore, and Penang. Leading articles and reports of all events in Europe and 

America, in connection with these places. 


Suabsenbers in China, &c., to the “Lonpon anp Catna Express” can have a copy 
of this jourwal posted to their friends in Europe or America, on the day of delivery of 
the mails in London, on payment of the sum of $6 per annum, in advance. SuPrriz- 


MEXT, containing Imports and Exports, ¢2, 50 extra. 


Subscriptions received by the Agents of the “Lonpon anp Cuina Express,” to be 
found in the last page. 


OFFICE, 12, GEORGE-YARD, LOMBARD-STREERT, CITY. 


TO EDITORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
We will be obliged by the Editors and Correspondents in the 


Far East giving the full title of our paper—*“ Lonpon anpD 
Cuma Express,” instead of “ Catna Express.” 
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THE OPENING OF THE INLAND SEA, 


THE journals and letters received by last mail fully confirm 
the information communicated by electric telegraph that the 
combined fleets of the European Powers had bombarded the 
castles and batteries by which CHosaru, Frince of Nangato, 
fancied he could bar the passage of the Straits of Simonoseki, 
and had landed and removed all his cannon, so that his long- 
vaunted power is at once and for ever disposed of. But the 
detailed accounts are of a much more gratifying nature than 
the telegrams gave us reason to hope for. The task of humbling 
this obstinate Daimio is thoroughly finished. He has signed a 
convention binding himself to pay any indemnity, and to 
submit to any conditions the so lately despised “ foreigners ” 
may choose to impose. But that which is the most satisfac- 
tory feature of the various accounts is that it is clear CHo- 
aHiv stands alone. The batteries opposite his were silent, 
and thus the Allied fleets had only those on the Northern 
side to contend with. The Prince of Koxara, who rules on 
the Southern coast, refused to have anything to do with 
the mad schemes of his neighbour on the other ‘side of the 
channel. The French have a proverb of deep meaning, 
to the effect that nothing is so irresistible as success. We 
might have been inclined to express doubts as to the prudence 
of the policy that has been adopted, and to ask whether our 
intercourse with Japan isto be annually marked by one of those 
“little wars” which our highest military authority declared to 
be equally harassing to and unworthy of England. In the pre- 
sent instance, itis clear that what has occurred has been done 
by the concert ofall the European Powers, and also—no slight 
point, perhaps—with the co-operation of the United States. 
That fact al ight well disarm censure. But the events we 

likewise enabled ta lay before the reader in our present 
number create a suspicion that this combined action of the 
Powers was based on motives and considerations of which we 
- can but guess the urgency and value. CuxosHiv is revealed to 
us as actually—almost at the very moment of the affair in the 
Straits—engaged in a most murderous rebellion against his 
Sovereigns—for so we must rank beth the Tycoon and the 
Mikapo. We find him sending a large army, reckoned by 
thousands, accompanied by artillery, to seize on the person of 
the most venerated of the two, the Mrxapo, or Spiritual 
Sovereign. Under such circumstances the Allies would be 
entitled to consider the Trcooy absolved from any blame that 
he could do nothing to carry into execution the convention so 
recently agreed on in Paris, The quicker way, and the way 


ther most palatable to everybody but Csosniv himself, 
saan ha kilos to take this arch-rebel and general disturber 
of the peace into their own hands. This has been done with 
the success that might have been expected, with a cordial good 
understanding not only between the Allies, but, as we trust, 
with the Trooon. We shall look to find the matter settled 
amidst general rejoicing ; the person not least jubilant being 
Admiral Kuper, who has, by his services in Japan, well de- 
served to gain laurels that will pass unchallenged either by the 
politician or the humanitarian. 
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complaint found exponents among the 


colonies are not allowed to relieve them- 

1 stigma. In 1862 we perceive £24,000 on the 
Ceylon estimates for contribution towards military expenditure ; 
and again, in 1863, they are saddledwith an increased charge 
for what they do not require, and the sum of £30,000, besides 
several items of house rent and travelling allowances, was 
claimed by the Home Government from the colony for. the 
military. Although the Legislative Council refused to vote 
the supply, the Secretary for the Colonies has insisted on its 
payment, thus setting the Legislature at defiance. We cannot 
nd 

of 

any 

ng 

nd 
are 
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Since the issue of that note M. Aubaret has quitted the 
naval for the diplomatic service, and, as is well known, has 
been appointed Consul and Charge d’Affaires at Bangkok, and 
was entrusted with the negotiation ef the questions between 
the Courts of Paris and Hué. It is quite natural that a 
party, from patriotie feelings, should strongly object to the 
cession of the provinces‘in question, as placing France in the 
position of retracting the steps she has taken ; ‘and, of course, 
this party does not take into account the fact that the expedi- . 
tion was undertaken on the clearly expressed condition—nay, 
promise, to the Legislature and the French nation—that not 
an inch of territory should be acquired. It may be said that 
such professions are constantly made and as constantly vio- 
lated ; but, in this instance, France was dead against the en- 
terprise except for the punishment of those who had murdcred 
the missionaries, and, therefore, the promise was a sacred one ; 
but, nevertheless, like some others, was grossly violated. 

Nor is it at all surprising that those who thought with M. 
Aubaret in 1863 should be angry with him for his apparent 
inconsistency, but they forget that while they have stayed at 
home nursing their old opinions, he has seen much more of 
the Annamites and the Siamese, and is, perhaps, a - wiser 
man than.when he penned the note quoted from above. 
Those who know anything of what has been the course of 
commerce at Saigon since the French occupation will fully cor- 
roborate M. Aubaret’s opinions respecting tho power of the 
Annamite authorities over the trade of the country, and it is 
not likely that those opinions have undergone any change since 
his return to the East; but he may, from his more extended 
experience, have arrived at this conclusion, that the Annamites 
will never rest under the loss of the provinces in question, 
and that France, to secure her authority, would have to em- 
bark in a long, tiresome, and unpopular war, in a climate 
terribly fatal to Europeans; and that during its continuance, if 
not even after its termination, the stream of trade to Saigon 
would be damed at the source, and that, therefore, it would 
be far wiser to please the Annamites by giving them back their 
provinces, and thus open up the only possible chance of Saigon 
becoming the “first entrepot in the East,” as it has already 
been called a hundred times by the patriotic French party, or 
even of its trade recovering the terrible diminution which has 
been the result of the French occupation. The French have 
something more yet to do besides diplomatic and administrative 
work before Saigon rivals Hong Kong, Shanghai, or Singapore. 


Literature. 
iesiaciabeseianie 

The coming winter is evidently to be a season of extra- 
ordinary activity in the publishing world, Every class of 
literature is amply represented in the lists of forthcoming 
works. . With reference to those more particularly connected 
with China and the East, we are promised a personal narrative 
of a visit to parts of Asia of some of which we have had no 
account from a European wanderer since the days of Marco 
Polo. Mr, Murray, of Albemarle-street, will issue almost 
immediately J'ravels in Central Asia; being the adventures of 
Arminius Vambéry, member of the Hungarian Academy of 
Pesth, by whom he was despatched on a scientific mission, in 
the course of which, disguised as a dervish, he succeeded last 
year in penetrating across the Turkoman desert on the eastern 
shore of the Caspian, to Khiva, Bokhara, and Samareand. 
Two other works of deep interest, to issue from the same 
publisher, are The Siberian Overland Route from Peking to St. 
Petersburg, and The British Army in North China and Japan. 
The first-named is the journal of Mr, Alexunder Michie, during 
his traverse of the new route from the Far East, across the 
deserts and steppes of Mongolia, Tartary, Siberia, &. The 
other is from the pen of Dr. D. F. Rennie, than.whom it would 
be difficult to find a man more competent to inform us on the 
subject named in his title-page. Dr. Rennie, from being on 
the medical staff of the British army in China, was selected 


- |.to be attached in his professional capacity to the Embassy at 


Peking. He had so gained the confidence of the late Earl of 
Elgin that his lordship: applied for his favourite medical ad- 
viser to be allowed to follow him to Calcutta. The ap- 
plication, however, was not early enough, for Dr. Rennie 
found when he arrived in India that his distinguished friend 
had already succumbed under the double exhaustion of the 


| climate and the exactions of office. 


In Theology, the influence exercised by the spirit of inquiry 
and discussion called forth by “ Essays and Reviews” and the 
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